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“Chok Madah” Nature Culture Trail
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Introduction

Hundreds of years before the establishment of the Surin Islands National Park, we the
Moken travelled these islands. Some of us made the islands our temporary home during
our semi nomadic travels. We : -
depend on marine resources for
our livelihood and we are adept at
spearing fish and diving for sea
produce. The forest is also an
important resource for us because AW
it yields food and raw materials for our boats tools and med:cme

We know the forest as well as the sea. We know how to select the straight and tall
Ja-ngarn timber (Hopea odorata) for crafting dug-out boats, we know how to select long
and firm Pandanus leaves to weave our mats, thatches, baskets and boxes and we know
which palm leaves to use for weaving into thin bamboo stakes to make walls and roofs.

We have a great respect for the forest. Before cutting down a big tree a ceremony will
be held and the offerings made to the supernatural beings that are the protectors of the
forest.

We follow our forest trails to gather wild fruit, vegetables and tubers. We collect wild
fruit and leaves to consume fresh or for cooking such as Pawan leaves (Meliantha suavis)
and Ka-ning (Diospyros sp) fruit. Medicinal plants can also be gathered from the same

Map showing “"Chok Madah” Nature-Culture Trail
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~"Chok Madah” Nature-Culture Trail [E] Moken Village, Large Bon Bay, South Surin Island

“Chok Madah” Nature-Culture Trail Map
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* Station 19 : Rubblish and Litter (Ja-Chak) W

Adoe! (An exclamation we wuse which is
approximately equivalent to Golly-Gosh!). This
: station serves as a mirror for the modern consumer
. society. Look how you treat Mother Nature, filling
her up with rubbish. Southwestern monsoon winds
¥ and waves blow these plastic containers, Styrofoam
and everything else onto the beach.

Waste is a big problem in the modern (or
post-modern?) world. You think that when you
{ throw your litter away it will be a going-gone thing,
sunk |nto the ocean abyss. Some rubbish, however, comes back just like a boomerang!

Our community used to be almost litter free because we used natural materials which
easily decompose. In addition, we generally practice recycling. Instead of learning from
.. our practices, the larger society promotes over packaging and single use containers.

»  Has the larger society learned anything from us at all? Quite the opposite, the larger
“ society introduced us to the new consumption behaviour; prodigality and extravagance
_ translates to wastefulness. What will become of our world in the future?
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Koh Surin Activities

Home » Destinations * Koh Surin »* Koh Surin Activities

Note — the activities listed here are not available through the national park. You must hire

a boat to the Moken village, find a local guide, and request the village tour or Chok Madah
Nature Trail.

Village Tour

A tour around the village is an insight into the intricate
relationship between the Moken and their surrounding
environment. As you get off the boat you will notice
brightly colored "Spirit Poles" to honor the spirits that
inhabit nature.

The village is made up of bamboo houses on stilts built
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YUYU (empowerment)

o mﬁﬁwmmlfﬁﬂaLLazL‘%&Juit,'%aqmm%eé’faut,t,azLﬁauiviaﬁuaqmm
Juasamedenyl (realizing complex, dynamic and different

realities)
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